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Hiq'l‘, Fesley grins inte the Much
Mudke camera bo recond a clip B

odng Cretel e places his hands on

it hips i ORI SR

sirnatude husky voloe, annoinbes |
the workd, *This s Buck G5 comli” a
v, live fromm the Khyber In HadiEnx

Flis eves shill ps e glanoes down Har
ringiaon Sireel i former stamplisg

sl has certainly changed
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Terfry meowed to Halifax (o
Wiount Unlake, Nova Scotla over 15
PSR andd got hiks first 1asie of ox
posure while hosting *The Bassment,”
a raclki shiow an CEDU 975 Fb,

Hie iwww returns to the chty of trees
i signed reconling amist with YWar-
ner Muske Canada, and a new releise
o . Seevet Fowse Against fhe Wionkd
dispdays the currend views of Halifax's
former local hip-hop hero, now as
mn older, miore scleclic rhymier with
a few mone notches on his beli awd
iorn stckers on his suircase. His lit-
ot album Integrates a broad stream
of maesden] indheences into o style and
presentation thats difflculs o cot-
egorice but undeniably Rich.

Desplte gaining newfound mec-
ognition and intermational soclalm,
Terfrys current approach 0 musss
hias been questionsd By many hilp-
Imp fans wiepse expectatione lean
towvarcs the Buck 65 they wused to
kninw,

The Gazerie met with Buck B85 at
the Klvyber Centre for the Aria (o dis-
cuas hip hap in Halifax and beyomd,
where he's been lately, and whene e
plans b po

Gazetie: What do you think abow cat-
cgorizing anists into musical gennes?

Buck 6%F: People have a need Tog that,
It has @ lot (o do with the way that the
human mind works. We'ne only com-
fostable i we're able 1o compartmen-
lzlice ouf thoughts. This doetnt al-
ways work swhen you're talking alsouut

|'||'|'||'||1_' whin have LREEETETERY recdam in
their thought and enough {rie will 16
po obside the poramebers.

Gametbe: o woiald vou classify the
fm

ETLME mic that youn make?
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My Mmusic 16 somean
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nndd vou say it hip
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theim any adicaieen ol the som of
very impsortant influence [rom lodk
music, couniry musde, punk, etc. It
probiem i fisis

itsedl Em teal i@ cEfouwls o
find radio play or it becames
a qpuestion of where in the re-
cord sLome to put may oo,

A couple years age, | got
nominated for o Juno Awand
in the alternative colegory
= they didnt nominace me i
the hip-hop category at all
| had mized feclings about
that. Thete was & pant of me
thal was really (lattened, burn
1 alse have & lictde residual
hearnbrenk over thai. There's
a cerlain amdaaunt of glory than
comes from being an outsider
andd thene’s also & litle bit of
insecuriny

Gareties What is your neadction
1o the meedia labelling youasa
hip-hop hgune?

Buck 65: The Mest real besson that 1
learned a5 1 began 1o hee the world
autside of Canada with my music,
wias that | wasn® making “normal”™
hip-hop music aml that my credibil-
ity &3 & real hip-hop aress was called
inlo question right away. | aw that
thene was almeosd bke a hostile reac
ton 1o everything abow the way |
wikd daing things — the way 1 loaked,
dressed, the recorcds thad [ wis sam
pl;ng.‘l.l that timse, nd what my infla-
TS Wene.

I think there ane séveral dilferent
schoods of thought when it comes
to hip-hop mude. 18 really easy o
university eduocated white people.
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The furthest point from the origin...
The always-original Buck 65 tellg us why it’s not easy being original

ke mysell @nd athers, to intelleci-
iall#e thie muske amd A, “ihils is what
fakes |||i;|-|:::|1 viasic] henlthy ond
Interesting.” Hip-hop music that
comes from the :.-:I'I'-.-." n MNew York

GF LA IS st ome part of the atory bt

thene's &0 much more o it than that
Il ithere are white people oul then
sayIEE Uent I'm somie 868 of §

taat lulp-lw I Ingruime. they'ne st way
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matter whant they're dodng and where
they come from — can coexis shile
by slcle 105 & pipe deeim. We'ne using
thils o waord fa swom g & vy broad
area of music, and it dosn’t really
woik, We just can® getl everyons 1o
agree on it and Pve basically given up
tving.

Garetie: Whal responsibilities does
the title of a hip-hop figeme carmy?

Buck 65: 1 have anly one simiple pe-
sponsibility, and that is (0 comtinue
1o Frsake massic the way I making it
ard £ b a5 hedneesd abaoiat 3 a6 | oS-
sibly can, because | am very respect-
I ol the politics that exil where 2
lot of poople have the oplinion that

I'm not going to put on
some weird offensive show
and start affecting some
kind of look, approach
and tone of voice — and
start talking about subject mat-
ter that has nothing to do with me
— at the risk of offending people.

... 18 the origin.

mavbe white people don’t belong in
thie hlge-hips wiarld st all,

I'ema ol gising o moke any cop
ments about any given performer oul
there, but it seems o me that if you
y person who s not from one par
- ._ T

1B culiure] hackpround,. bt wie

 Im amal prets ndxs thas
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weind ollenslive show and =tard al
fecting some Kl of Lok i LLI M
ad tope of yaloe ind seart talking
absoast subject matter tal has nothing
2t the risk of
Ing |'H'|'I|_'I! el tmink s s
damnpenous thing andd e s
prised that mosre people dant
sperak up on i

I'm hopdng that a certain
rrsdage will be seme and that
meayhe it will fum on a per
vy vere or there. But [ Ggure
ot of the starements that
1 could make about hip-hop
miusic | make with my music.
Belng shhunned by the greater
hip-hap waorld an lange, may
hix thenes @ msasene in the e
sules of my work that do help
in alding thar. 'l admin deat
it does make me feel good o
ke that there iz o hit of an
atsdience out theee for what |
dao and that theres peaple o
theere: theat 18 sirikies a chard with.
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Garekte: YWhat are yoar bmpressicns
about the dilference between Eo
ropean and North American audi-
encesT

Buck €5 Srreset credibility is strongly
perpetuated In North America by the
media. In Europe [peosple] have a dal-
ferent perspective on arl amd they
just judpe ort on whether §ts good
of ol We judge it on what we dee-
fine as “cod”™ at any given maoment
For that matter, you stand a better
chance of sefling a lot of recoeds in
Norh Amernica i you look good. The
entertainment business ax we used
1o kneew it in MNorth America has been

completely replaced with the baasi-
mirss o marketing In o lof of diffenent
wiys that o lot of us consumers don’t
TN e ||:\.e||'5_-'|
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with the music

lin Canndal ame

infemsited in the Marillme provine-
ei. I Halilax, we ha
of community [T you get an id

Haodlfax. vl

i gl sepse

lind that immediate audienoe. Ve e
very much overshadowesd by the
rest of this country, Canada is in the
shadow of the United Sistes, it's one
hurdbe after anadher than you have 1o
AWETCTITIE,

The solutben is mever going to
lle im sitting around Beoe amd wait-
ing for the world (o sl up o sur
doorstep. | mysell walted for more
than (N yeirs [Of someons (o sharw
up hire. 1 always had this bellel that
Halifax would become o city like Mew
Viork with a great cultuml fecus on it
because there {2 seomueh talont here,
It mivier happened I think duoe o
economic and palitlcal facbors.

The difference between me and
anme ather peaple who made some
recornds in this city & that the only
chokoe you have is (o po out beyond
[Halifax]. T had 1o give iy life up &l-
s compdetely for the pursuil of
nusic,

COme thing thay really bothers
mwe, and this is a real symdrome that
we have in this part of the world,
SAHELEA m:ﬂn look at me in sign-
ing & major record deal and dismmizs
i They will book at somaeone like me
& & wedl-mat,

1 oo e inoa lot of ways taking
o a rabe for mysell as an ambasaador
for Canadian musle. [t seems like the
nnl:.- way I certabn cireles that youa'll
ever have your efforts be respecied
i i you just stay whene you aee and
never make a dimse, There a certain
romanthe ghory in that. [t seems Hke]
thats the only way that you can be
credible in the oyes of a lod of people.
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